8o         EDUCATION  AS A  SOCIAL  FACTOR
and tolerant generation : it is felt that the
churches have confounded truth with the
truth, and have honestly but blindly mistaken
the second for the first : whereas it is truth,
without prefix or suffix, that this sincere and
open-eyed generation wistfully seek : it is a
God-centred religion for which they ask, and
not, as they so often find, a religion-centred
God. Thus, much has been stolen from the
Church, and much has been lost through its
own limitations and obscurantism. But though
much is taken, much remains : and the chief
thing that remains to the Church as educator
is that it should speak about God. That is
the prime teaching business of the Church, as
it is its God-sent opportunity : at present the
business is often neglected, and the oppor-
tunity lost.
It is the prime business of the Church,
because only by its due performance can that
religious background be provided for life,
which alone makes sense of it: and that is
perhaps the most important part of education.
" What is the sense of it ? " is a natural
question for a boy to ask, and he asks it of
many things that are presented to him for his